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{The Old Gardener and the Meaning of Life)

In a quiet town, an old gardener
had tended the community garden for
over forty years. His hair was white as
snow, and his hands were covered with
calluses, yet they were gentle when
touching flowers and grass. Every

dawn, he carried a watering can,

shuttled slowly among flower beds,
trimmed branches, pulled weeds, and
sowed seeds with great care.

Many neighbors wondered why
he spent his old age on such trivial
work. One day, a teenager asked:
"Uncle, you earn little from gardening.
Why do you keep doing it day after
day?" The old gardener smiled, pointed
to the blooming roses and children
chasing butterflies in the garden, and
said softly: "These flowers decorate the
town beautifully, and the garden gives
everyone a place to relax. Isn't this
meaningful?"

As seasons changed, the garden
remained vibrant. In spring, peach and
pear blossoms competed to bloom; in
summer, lotus flowers stood gracefully
by the pond; in autumn chrysanthemum

bloomed against frost; in winter, plum

1054208577@qq.com CRAFEFF M4 k)

blossoms braved the cold wind. The
garden not only brought beautiful
scenery but also became a warm
gathering place—elderly people chatted

under trees, children played on the

lawn, and everyone smiled brightly.

The old gardener said: "Life doesn't

need to be magnificent. What matters is
to do useful things with your hands,
bring warmth and beauty to others, and
fill every day with hope. This is the
most precious meaning of life." Years
passed, he grew older, but the garden he
guarded stayed lively, passing warmth

and hope to everyone in the town.
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